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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
“Augutt 19. 


S the Excellency of Vertue 
and Vertuous Actions is no 
more to be decipher’d by 


fome Pens, than an Eagle can be 
taken Prifoner by the Hand of a 
Child, when he is flying fwiftly in 
the Air; fo he muft have a Genius 
Valt and Philofophical, who can 
pick out fuch Nice Subjeéts.fet forth 
with Flowers of Eloquence,to pleafe 
this Polite and Quick-fighted Age. 
However, al] thefe Nicities in Men’s 
Taftes do not in the lcaft perplex 
my Thoughts, nor difhearten me 
from going on in the Old W ay. I 
fhall frequ ently infift upon plain and 
— Relations and fometimes 
tell Stories of Goddefles, Cupids, 
Shep! srl and Poets. 


A while ago I fpent beft part of 
an Evening on the Water, in hear- 
iT ga Yor ng ; park, as he was wal 
king on the fhore,tclling his Miftrefs 





how nimble he thought the Wheels 
of Time ran round when he was ad- 
miring her Charms. In waiting for 
the Rcfulr of this pleafant Tale, Fr 
unfortunately loft my Tide,and was 
oblig’d to lodge all that Night upon 
the Water. Thefe Difa ippointments 
fuddenly turn’d my gay Humour in- 
to an Air of Stoick Gravity ; mufing 
and looking up, as I fat in the Boat, 
I took a view of the SublunaryOrbs, 
and bch Iding an Hemifphere of 
Stars glittering over my fy. ad, in 
their refplendent Luftre ; the Scene 
appear’d fo folemn, that I fpent a 
confiderable time in inq tiring into 
thei ir firft Creation, and the Vicifli- 
tude of thofe numberlefs Bodies. If 
the fe lofty Sph rcs (thought [) muft 
drop from their Orbs. and lofe their 
{parkling Beauties; I'll then retire 
and draw a Scheme of the fhort Race 
of Man from one World to another, 
In this high fighe of T hought [ fell 
intoa Slumber, and the ftrong Idea’s 
I 
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I retairied caried me into a Vifon 
the particular Circumftances of 
which [thall relate asthey appear d 
to my View. 

Methéughe I 1s wand’ring alone, 
through the fpacious Regions of the 
Air; where being lolt, and a Srran- 
ger in thofe winding Paths,! enquird 
whether there were any tlying Cha. 
riots in thefe Parts, that take up 
P.ffengers, and carry them where 
they defire to go. Being anfwered in 
the affirmative, and dircéted to a 
certain Climate, which they rold me 
was bright and clear, I went and 
found a light Chaife juft ferting out, 
but no Paffengers in it. How far is 

our Stage, faid Ito the Driver, and 
iow many Miles do you travel in a 
Day? He told me, his Stage was as 
far as the Frontiers of the unlimited 
Kingdom, and that he traveil’d ten 
thoufand Leagues every Moment,all 
up Hill. Hearing this ftrange Rela- 
tion, 1 knew not what to make of the 
Man, and was afraid to venture my 
felf with him: But feeing there was 
no other Paflage to be gor, and the 
Weather dark and gloomy, I took 
courage and ftept into the Chariot ; 
where fo foon as I was feated, an 
the Door fhut, it whirl’d away with 
all {fpeed, and (as I thought) by ma- 
ny Worlds. The frft I came to, 
feem’d to be a little one, not far from 
the Region I was taken up in. The 
next I faw appeared to be much big- 
ger, and at a great diftance. After 
having travell’d a prodigious way 
farther, I obferv’d that the feveral 
Orbs of the different Worlds, ftood 
thick by each other. At the Sight 
of thefe wonderful Objects, I was 
aftonifh’d, and defir’d the Man to go 


back sgain. 
are on 
ledge: 
you are Places 
and readrhe Names of many 
in the Writings of your 
thors: The-firftt World you came 
at was inthe Moon, the next in the 
Sun, and thefe that you now fee 
ftand all of a Clufter, are in the Stars. 
Befides (added he ) why do you feem 
to be furprized ? confult Reafon, do 
you think that an Infinite, Being 
made fuch vaft Territories as you 
behold in your Paffage, only for the 
ufe of fo {mall a Traét of Land as 
is contain’d in the Globe near which 
Jtook youup? He would have gone 
on in thefe kind of Difcoveries, had 
I not interrupted him in his Dif- 
courfe, by asking him, Whether he 
could not let me look through one 
of the Cafements, into thofe fhinin 
Regions ? He told me he would, an 
being come clofe to one of thefe un- 
known Worlds, I faw all appear in 
much greater Splendor than the 
Globe I came from, but every thing 
reprefenting the nature of that. Then 
he drove me on a great deal higher, 
and fhewed me many fuch Places 
Rill more glorious. hefe Worlds 
(faid he) are out of Sight of the na- 
ked Eye, in that you came out of; 
but by the help fnninend In- 
ftruments they may be feen there al- 
fo. Here I defired him to infift no 
longer on fuch high Points, which 
are entertaining to few but Vertuo- 
fo’s, and Men of curious Speculati- 
ons. As 1 was coming down from 
thefe vafé Regions, I computed, that 
at the rate we flew through the li- 
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quid Air, it could not be lefs than 
many hundred thoufand millions of 
Leagues from the Earth to the fixed 
Stars, which feem’d to be {5 fublime 
a Thought, that it ftruck me into 
Admiration, and rous’d me out of my 
{trange Dream. 
When J was a cke.] even fancy’d 
that fome of thofe roaving Imagt- 
nations had more reality in them 
than many wife Perfons are aware of. 
For (thought )Drhis World in v hich 
I move and breathe, is but as it were 
a {mail Marble-ftone hung up in the 
Center of a Globe of Ten Vheufand 
Miles Diameter: Or an inconfidera- 
ble Ball of Earth, which is ‘uta 
Trifle, even nothing, in comparifon 
of the other vaft and fpacious Orbs, 
that are innumerable, and their Na- 
tures not to be comprehend d by 
Humane Intelle&. Befides it may 
be eafily perceived by the nak: J Eye 
of Reafon, that all thofe Immenfe 
Beings which we behold in the Fir- 
mament,were never created fur the 
Ufe of Man inhabiting this Sublu- 
nary Earth; and to think they were 
defigned for no ufe at all, would be 
to charge the frft Founder of all 
things with Folly: Or to imagine 
that an eminent Artift fhould carve 
a moft curious Sratue reprefenting 
fome Mighty Emperor, and after all 
fuffer that admirable Image to be 
view'd at a great diftance only by a 
few ignorant Peafants, who cannot 
fo much as form any Idea of the Ra- 
rity of it, or arein the leaft capable 
of comprehending what it means ; 
when at a Beck with his Finger, or 
a Word of his Mouth, he might have 
fummoned a vaft Number of Judici- 
ous Spectators, and fuch too as were 
well skill’d in the Art, and would 
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have celebrated his Performance with 
a juft Praife. 


Being lately in Company with 
fome Gentlemen, a Difpute arofe 
between us, which Sex is the 
moft cuilry of Incontinency; fome 
faid the Men werethe greateft Tranf- 
ercflors, others afirmed the Women 
were moft in Fault. Among the lat- 
ter one declared that our Laws were 
too favourableto Women, and fufte- 
red then: to go on with their diffo- 
lure Praétices to fuch a degree, that 
being reitrained by no fort of Fear, 
he faw nothing that we ought reafo- 
nably to hope for fromthe moft ci- 
viliz d of them.In former Days (faid 
he) they lay under fome reftraint; 
for befides Divorces, which were al- 
Jowed the Men, if they found their: 
\Wives in fmall Faults, they had a 
Right to fee them punifh’d: And if 
we ought to except fome few that 
are touch’d with a Senfe of Honour, 
how can we be freed from the reft 
of their Mifcarriages which the An- 
cients have not been ab'e to fupprefs. 
lL know nota Crime (continu’d he) 
that a Womoan will not run intoupon 
the leaft Temptation: Befides that 
in Pride, Protuicnefs of Expences, 
and other Extravagancies in thefe 
Davs, they furpafs the vileft of Men. 
This Gentleman pretended not to 
mention the Difturbances Women 

give their Husbands in the Wieht- 
time, their Brawls and Uneafinefs,or 
perhaps fomething that is {till more 
wafting to a Man’s Spirits ; but for 
Pity’s fake,and pponaccount of their 
being the weaker Veffel, he would 
procecd no farther at prefint in de- 
ciphering out their Vices. Ac this 

Specch 
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Speech the whole Company were 
ftruck filent, and feem’d to be confir- 
med in the Belief of thofe extrava- 

ant Rants. Here I was forced to 
esnons upall my Reafon,and plead 
like a skilful Lawyer at the upper 
End of the Board in Defence of the 
Fair Sex. It is feldom (faid I) that we 
fee Women guilty of Murders, Cru- 
elties or Drunkennefs, or tinétur’d 
with the hundredth part of the Vices 
Men are prone to; but on the con- 
trary, it is evident, they are for the 
oa art Vertuous, Chalte, Modeft, 


Humble, Free and Generous. Their 
Hearts are tender,foft and eafie ; and 
if there are any who are wanton,and 
givethemfel ves up to lafcivious Plea- 
fures,l am certain that they are com- 
monly led away and infnar’d into it 
by the fly Infinuations and crafty Al- 


lurements of Men; without which,| 
am perfwaded not one ina thoufand 
would be charged with fuch grofs 
Mi(carriages, And to be ingenuous, 
where there is one Woman lewd, 
there are ten Men moft extravagant- 
ly vitious. I only defire to ask, what 
the Men would be if they were daily 
tempted and offer’d fuch Golden 
Baits by the Women,as the latter are 
by them ; confidering that they are 
fo corrupt of their own accord, with- 
out any Inftigation. Who ought to be 
held moft excufable, fhe who at the 
Enticement of another lofes her In- 
nocency, or he that ufes his utmott 
Efforts to draw her into the Snare. 
Thefe Arguments are fo plain, that 
every Hour’s Experience affords a 
convincing Proof; and thereforc I 
am not alittle furprized at the Con- 
fidence of our Sex in cenfuring the 
Women for Crimes which are not 
near {0 frequent among them, as we 


fee amohg our felves. If che Women 
were fubjeét to Fondnefs and Intem- 
perance, which I preremprorily deny ; 
ought not they to think full as hei- 
nous and de reftable, or rather more, 
the infinite Number of other Vices 
that may be eafily efpy’dintheHearts 
of Men, the Ica! of which deferves 
as much to be blam’d. 1 cannot Ima- 
ine whence fuch an Error fhould 
Frft roceed,unlefs out of a Defire of 
condemning others to juftifie them- 
felves,which willnot avail with moft 
of them: For I know they are almoft 
all fo generally addicted to the fame 
ill Hebits, belides others ; that there 
is not a Perfon, tho’ never fo mean, 
among them, who does not defire to 
gratifie his Paifion on Pleafure with 
many Beautiful Women whom he 
fees and converfes with ; fo that if 
their Vertues did not ftop the Tor- 
rent of Vice,there would be no more 
Continence among Mankind, than 
among the moft falacious Birds, the 
Pigeons and Sparrows. Women are 
follicited without Intermitiion, and 
with much lefs Trouble they might 
enjoy their fill of Delight ;yet we fee 
that they very rarely fall into that 
Fault, which, tho’ fo much charged 
upon them, is become almoft a Ver- 
tue in Men. Is it then lefs difhonou- 
rable in one Sex than in the other. Ie 
is indeed very amazing that Women 
fhould be fo feverely cenfurd for 
whatthe Men pride themf{¢lves in ; 
con{idering alfo that the Sin is com- 
mitted on the Females fide with fome 
colour of Excufe, while the other 
have really none to vindicate their 
Ca %. Now let the Men for the fu- 
tur., if they can, produce plainer 
Arguments on their fide. than ] have 
laid down in favour of the Women. 





